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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Kimberley boy gives the gift of sight for his birthday 
 
Vancouver, BC – 9th December 2010: Think back to your childhood and try to recall what you really 
wished for on your birthday. Perhaps it was a G.I. Joe, an Etch a Sketch, or those Rock ‘Em Sock ‘Em 
robots. How about the kind act of helping someone out? Eleven-year-old James Owen did just that 
when he chose to donate to Seva Canada’s sight restoration programs for his birthday.  
 
For three years in a row, James Owen of Kimberley has turned down birthday presents and instead 
has asked that donations be made to Seva Canada, an international eye care charity working since 
1982, so that people in the developing world can see again. James has also encouraged his friends to 
do the same. 
 
Thanks to James’ generosity, over 12 people who were blinded by cataracts have or will receive sight-
restoring eye surgeries and will see again. Seva works in some of the poorest and remote regions of 
the world, such as Nepal and Tibet, where there is a high incidence of blindness and where a 10-
minute cataract surgery can transform lives.  
 
“It’s very special when children turn away from material things and show such deep compassion for 
people who are suffering far away in places that they can hardly imagine,” says Heather Wardle, 
Development Director of Seva Canada.  
 
“James and his young friend Drew Lyall who collects bottles in Kimberley for Seva and who was his 
inspiration are examples to us all for their kindness and generosity,” adds Wardle.  
 
Seva says thank you and “Happy birthday, James!” 
 
 

 
### 

 
For more information please contact Seva Canada’s Development Director, Heather Wardle at 604-713-
6622, email fundraising@seva.ca 


